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Newsletter April, 2011 

Compiled by Ken White 

bevnken@gmail.com 

What was the most significant factor to 
kick-start the early acceptance of the personal 
computer? It is generally agreed that it was the 
advent of a ‘killer application’! Today, the 
reverse seems to apply and it is the ‘killer 
appliance’ leading the way. In response to the 
appearance of the iphone and ipad, more than 
130,000 applications are available in Apple’s 
‘app store’. They generate billions in revenue for 
Apple and their developers. 

The ‘killer app’ that turned the personal 
computer from toy to useful tool 30 years  ago 
was VisiCalc, a spreadsheet program. Prior to 
its introduction, a book-keeper would labour 
over a dozen or more columns in a table. 
Finding an error or wanting to change a figure, 
he had to rewrite a number of entries or totals 
in the table. Electronic spreadsheets altered all 
that, any change being reflected throughout the 
document. 

In the early days of SeniorNet, ten to 
fifteen years ago, the program on everyone’s 
computer was MS Works, a basic office suite 
featuring a spreadsheet. Then, after completing 
their word processing courses, a large 
percentage of students went on to take a course 
in Spreadsheeting. Recently, due to the variety 
of programs around, and the absence of a 
suitable course manual, no courses have run for 
several years. I am thrilled to tell you that Term 
2 will feature a Spreadsheet Course. 

Spreadsheets are not just for the 
businessman. They are great for presenting 
timetables and programmes, maintaining an 
address book or keeping records of personal or 
club finances. You can even print address labels 
or envelopes from the records kept in them! 

Check the timetable on page 4 and you 
will find that the Tuesday course is restricted to 
coaches, the Wednesday one commencing on 4 
May is available to all. Picture Editing and 
Digital Photography are again available as is 
Family History and much more. Autumn is the 
perfect time to sharpen up your computer skills. 
Go for it! 

Ken 

From the Chair 

Hi Folks, 

I mentioned in my report to the AGM that 
the numbers of people enrolling with us is down 
on former years and this downturn is consistent 
with what is happening in most of the other 
SeniorNet Clubs in our region.  You may be 
interested to know that there are a total of 87 
clubs, around the country, registered with the 
Federation of SeniorNet Clubs. For us, the 
significance is that it reflects directly on our 
income stream from subscriptions, course fees 
and Federation subsidy. 

Grant Sidaway, the Executive Officer for 
the Federation, the only paid official within our 
organisation has noted the downturn and is 
recommending to all clubs that we seek to 
expand our horizons in dealing with most, if not 
all, of the latest technologies, in order that we 
appeal to a wider audience. Whilst I 
acknowledge the reasoning behind Grant’s 
recommendations to us, they necessarily would 
involve us in major capital expenditure on 
hardware and software, a training programme 
for coaches to become familiar with new 
equipment and assembling coaches who would 
want to become involved. 

We have recently resolved in our club to 
deal exclusively with Microsoft’s operating 
systems, as well as their software programmes.   
Grant Sidaway is cautioning that we have to go 
further, with a wider range of the latest 

The Tauranga SeniorNet Club Inc; 

Office & Clubrooms; 17th Avenue 

Next to Historic Village 

Email; 

taurangaseniornet@clear.net.nz 

Have you noted our new address? 

Web-site; 

www.taurangaseniornet.co.nz 

Committee; 

 Chairperson     -  Brian McWilliam 

 Secretary     -  Viv Campbell 

 Treasurer     -  Mike Molen 

    

 

 



April, 2011                                              Tauranga SeniorNet Newsletter                                                     Page 2 
 

technological equipment,  in order to meet the 
needs of the people whom we trying to attract. 

These then are some of the problems and 
headaches facing the Management Committee 
in meeting the challenges and arriving at 
solutions which are reasonable, which we can 
afford and which serve the best interests of our 
club in the long term.  If you feel you can make 
any useful in-put into this debate, then we on 
the Management Committee would be pleased 
to hear from you. 

Cheers, Brian 

Tragedy in Christchurch 

It seems that our SeniorNet colleagues in 
Christchurch were not unscathed in the recent 
earthquake. At least three Learning Centres 
suffered significant damage resulting in their 
closure. To date there have been no reports of 
death or serious injury to SeniorNet members. 

At Canterbury, located in Shirley, is our 
largest Learning Centre with about 1,350 
members. SeniorNet people were present at the 
time of the quake. As the quake occurred, gaps 
and cracks appeared in many walls. The centre 
was evacuated but nobody was hurt. There was 
significant building movement but  it appeared 
equipment was undamaged. A team of 
SeniorNet people returned to the building to 
recover equipment and all classes were 
suspended until further notice. The building is 
likely to be condemned.  

At Nor West Christchurch, Papanui there 
was extensive damage to the building, cracked 
floors and computers knocked off benches. 
Significant water damage due to liquefaction 
occurred through the floor. At Ellesmere, the 
building which had sustained significant 
damage in the September quake was not in 
operation before this quake. Classes at both are 
suspended until further notice.  

What are the lessons to be learned by the 
rest of the ‘computer using’ community from 
the tragedy of Christchurch? Back in January 
this newsletter drew attention to problems 
arising from the last earthquake, but is it 
enough just to back up your data? It is probably 
true that most people, business folks included, 
back up to an external hard-drive that sits right 
next to their computer. The one is lost, so is the 
other. 

Over a month after the quake, few Christ-
church businessmen from the CBD can access 
their business premises. The same applies to 
many individuals in the city and suburbs. Even 
if the computers and backups are undamaged, 
the data is lost to them, for the moment at least. 
Earthquakes are not the only events where both 

computers and backups can be lost and there 
has to be better ways of safeguarding your data. 

Several ways come to mind. Backups can 
be stored ‘off-site’, for the individual it may be 
enough to keep vital files on a flash-drive 
attached to a key ring. But the ultimate solution 
seems to lie in ‘the cloud’. There are now many 
web storage sites to be found on the internet, 
both free and paid for. Microsoft offer 25 GB of 
free data storage using their ‘SkyDrive’ system 
and there are many similar options. 

The real future though seems to lie in full 
‘Cloud Computing’, the storage of not just data, 
but of the very programs we use, in cyber space. 
There is no shortage of options, Google Docs 
provides online calendars, word processors, 
spreadsheets and presentation software for free. 
Zoho.com has a similar but more extensive 
range of programs though some carry a cost. 
Even Accounting and Payroll software is there 
online, New Zealand’s Xero accounting is a 
leader in this field 

With today’s software, data is saved on 
laptops, USB drives or portable hard drives. 
That is not as safe as it sounds. Laptops are 
stolen, computers are rarely backed up 
properly, and it’s unlikely everyone’s machines 
are up to date with the latest security patches 
and updates. Web-based software is safer, with 
the use of web-based software, your data is 
stored on secure, always-updated, backed-up 
daily, servers secure data centres. 

The case for ‘the Cloud’ is improving by 
the day. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

Lighten-up! 

If at first you don't succeed, call it version 1.0. 

Some things Man was never meant to know. 
For everything else, there's Google." 

To err is human - to really foul up requires a 
password." 

If brute force doesn't solve your problems, 
then you aren't using enough. 
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Friday Workshops 

Special Interest Group workshops were 
launched at the beginning of the first term and 
attendance has been very satisfactory. A wide 
range of topics has been discussed with the 
main focus on photo and image editing. The 
April 1 meeting introduced Publisher, this is 
very useful for producing leaflets, greeting 
cards, etc. It is an interesting subject that may 
well require more than one week.  

The topic that produced the most interest 
was Photo Stitching to produce a panorama. We 
all learned a lot and some of the panoramas 
produced have already been published on web 
sites. Two important points were discovered.  

1. Most modern digital cameras have a 
stitch function, if not, a very handy free 
programme is Autostitch.  

2. If you take the pictures in the vertical 
format you will achieve a deeper picture.  

We aim to include more topics in the next 
term. If you have a pet subject that you would 
like to find more about please email me at 
callcut@kinect.co.nz and we will do our best to 
include it. A colourful meeting notice is being 
sent out to all members. The knowledge gained 
at the workshops has encouraged several 
members to take the Photo and Image Editing 
Level 2 course. 

---oooOOOooo---  

Are you thinking of buying a 
new camera? 

Here’s how to use your computer to get 
information and ideas about which camera suits 
your needs. 

Start your web browser 
(IE, Firefox, or Chrome). Go to 
www.cnet.com and click on the 
Reviews tab near the top-left of 
the window. On the Reviews page, click Digital 
Cameras. First choose what you want to know 
about, such as types of cameras, buying guide 
and brands. 

Select specific cameras from the list of 
recent reviews and read the opinion of the 
reviewer about each camera that is in the style 
or price range that suits you. Remember, prices 

are in US dollars and some of the 
models may not be in NZ stores 
yet. The important thing is that 

you will get to know about what sorts of things 
are available and what to look for in a camera. 

For example, you may want a very 
compact camera to fit in a purse or pocket. You 
may be looking for a camera that has a 
viewfinder to look through as well as a colour 
screen on the back.  

CNet.com has reviews on more gadgets 
than cameras. You can get information about 
computers, camcorders, cell phones, printers, 
television sets, audio systems, video players and 
recorders, and lots more. 

An informed buyer is able to make a 
better choice. Use CNet.com as one way of 
checking things out. 

---oooOOOooo---  

From the SeniorNet Federation web site 

Food for your computer 
Computer Food was formed in 1996 to be 

a discount supplier of:  

 Ink and Toner Cartridges - both original 
OEM and a wide range of reliable, low 
priced compatible cartridges.  

 A wide variety of Photo papers including 
NZ's lowest priced range  

 CD and DVD Media  

 Flash Cards for Digital Camera's, Cell 
phones and MP3 players  

Ordering can be done by phone or 
through its popular and easy to use web site. 

www.consumables.co.nz. 

For SeniorNet Federation members we 
offer a discount of 5% off all our already 
discounted Ink & Toner cartridges, Paper and 
Media - even discounting items already on 
special. We deliver them Freight free to 
anywhere in New Zealand.  

All you need to do is, when buying online, 
enter 6789 in the "Discount or Gift Certificate 
Code" box in the Checkout Screen to get your 
discount. If ordering by phone via our Free 
Phone line 0800 003663 just mention you are a 

Member of the SeniorNet Federation.  

That’s all, but don’t forget to check the 

timetable below. 

Ken

mailto:callcut@kinect.co.nz
http://www.cnet.com/
http://www.consumables.co.nz/
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Timetable and Course Fees – Term Two – 2011 

Dates and times will be confirmed following registration. 

The listed courses will run only where there are sufficient enrolments. 

All participants receive an instruction manual which is included in the course fee. 

 

Monday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Computing Skills 9.00 to 11.00 am 2 May / 4 Jul 9 weeks $74 A 

Computing Skills 11.30 to 1.30 pm 2 May / 23 May 9 weeks $74 A,B 

Introduction to Computers  11.30 to 1.30 pm 30 May / 4 Jul 5 weeks $10 A,C 

Internet 2.00 to 4.00 pm 2 May / 23 May 4 weeks $34   

Email 2.00 to 4.00 pm 13 Jun / 4 Jul 4 weeks $34   

Tuesday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

File Management 9.00 to 11.00 am 3 May / 31 May 5 Weeks $40   

Burning CD's 9.00 to 11.00 am 7 Jun / 14 Jun 2 Weeks $22   

Computing Skills 2.00 to 4.00 pm 3 May / 24 May 5 Weeks $74 A,B 

Introduction to Computers  2.00 to 4.00 pm 7 Jun / 5 Jul 5 Weeks $10   

Wednesday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Introduction to Computers  9.00 to 11.00 am 4 May / 1 Jun 5 Weeks $10 A,C 

Introduction to Computers  9.00 to 11.00 am 8 Jun / 6 Jul 5 Weeks $10 A,C 

Picture Editing Level 1 11.30 to 1.30 pm 4 May / 1 Jun 5 Weeks $40   

Picture Editing Level 2 11.30 am to 1.30 pm 8 Jun / 6 Jul 5 Weeks $40   

Spreadsheets 2.00 to 4.00 pm 4 May / 1 Jun 5 Weeks $35 
 

Digital Photography 2.00 to 4.00 pm 8 Jun / 6 Jul 5 Weeks $40   

Thursday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

No Course 9.00 to 11.00 am         

Introduction to Computers  11.30 to 1.30 pm 5 May / 2 Jun 5 Weeks $10 A,C 

Introduction to Computers  11.30 to 1.30 pm 9 Jun / 7 Jul 5 Weeks $10 A,C 

Computing Skills  2.00 to 4.00 pm 5 May / 30 Jun 9 Weeks $74 A 

Friday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Club Day 1.30 pm 10-Jun   Gold Coin D 

Special Interest Group 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm Most Fridays (See Note D.) $2 D 

 

Note A:  These Introduction to Computers and Computing Skills Courses are for Microsoft WORD 

2007 onwards. 

Note B:  These courses continue from the previous term or are continued to the next term. 

Note C: The $10 charge is for manuals only.  There is no charge for your tuition for new members 

doing the Introductory course. 

Note D: Held most Fridays during term time. Email notices are sent to advise members of the week’s 

main topic. 16 April 2011 edition 


