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Newsletter July, 2011 

Compiled by Ken White 

bevnken@gmail.com 

Just like every other organization in 
New Zealand, business, sporting, educational 
or social, SeniorNet has to keep working hard 
just to stand still. As Chairman Brian has 
pointed out, your club has some fixed, but 
increasing, costs that need to be met every 
year. 

The key to our continued survival is the 
retention of current members together with 
an influx of new blood. For this to happen the 
club must remain relevant and of value to all 
of our membership. But just as important, it 
must first convince the membership of its‟ 
relevance and value to them. 

Most members start as novices, keen to 
learn the basics, and as the initial part of the 
package, enroll for the free „Introduction to 
Computers‟ course. Some end their 
association there while others progress to 
Computing Skills, Internet, Email and other 
more advanced courses. That, though, isn‟t all 
that SeniorNet offers. 

Consider these extras; 

 Each term you receive this informative 
newsletter and are free to attend the 
Club day with great speakers 

 Friday afternoon club sessions where 
new topics are broached each week. A 
good opportunity to get your technical 
questions answered. 

 The best and most informative club 
web site in NZ! OK, I know I am 
biased. 

 Access to the many concessions that 
have been garnered for you by the 
Federation. Members have gained 
substantial discounts at local and 
national stores. Read the article later 
in the newsletter detailing specific 
deals. 

So first of all, make sure you take 
advantage of these benefits. Then, when you 
receive your annual subscription notice, 
renew your membership and continue to 
enjoy these benefits. 

From the Chair 

Hi Folks, 

It is timely for me to thank those six 
members who replied with suggestions to the 
message I sent out entitled, “Where to from 
here?”     There was one further reply from my 
predecessor, Gwen Harvey, who is still a 
supporter of our Club, as well as one from 
Grant Sidaway, the C.E.O of the Federation of 
SeniorNet Clubs, based in Wellington. 

The proposals in all of the reports were 
put before the Management Committee at its 
meeting on the 17th June and were discussed 
at length.   It is not surprising that many of 
the points which were raised, have been 
proposed in times past, some of them tried 
and tested, a couple having failed to help and 
some of them difficult to implement.  One of 
those in the latter category is a proposal that 
we should engage on a promotional campaign 
visiting all the Retirement Villages, Probus 
Clubs and other Service Clubs by a Speaker 
making a Power Point Presentation, showing 
what our Club is all about. My immediate 
response is that this sounds to be quite a good 
idea; my reservation is, who is willing and 
able and more to the point, who is offering to 
put this into effect. 

Another hoary chestnut is the proposal 
to reduce our annual subscription and the 
fees we charge for courses.   There are a few 
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members who seem to think that our 
subscription and course fees are too high.  
Well, let me shout it from the rooftop that 
they are ridiculously small in this day and age 
and I know of no other place where you can 
get such good value for money. 

If we could afford it – but we can‟t – it 
would be nice not to have to charge the 
Coaches so much for their annual 
subscription and with that I agree. However, 
simple arithmetic tells us that with a 
membership of about 200 members, a 
reduction of $20 per member immediately 
reduces the income to the Club of $4,000.00.  
From where we might recover this shortfall 
has yet to be explained. 

The formula for the fee which we charge 
for the various courses is at the rate of $6 per 
2 hour session, multiplied by the number of 
weeks for the course and the cost of the 
manual which is supplied to the student, 
which depending on its size and complexity 
may be $10 to $20. 

That is a charge out rate of $3 per hour 
and the student gets a cup of tea or coffee 
built in. It should not be forgotten about all of 
the utility costs which attend on running our 
classes and the logic which suggests that 
these prices ought to be reduced, escapes me. 

The Management Committee continues 
to wrestle with the financial conundrum and 
is working on a couple of ideas which will 
take a while to work through.  We hope to 
take advantage of an offer from Grant 
Sidaway to come to visit us in September to 
see what help he might be able to provide. 

Meanwhile, as Henry Vlll said to each of 
his wives, “I didn‟t mean to keep you long!” 

Cheers, 

Brian 

 

The Hutt Valley SeniorNet Club had a few 

comments to make about Windows: 

 Computers are like air conditioners: they 
stop working when you open windows. 

 Windows: Just another pane in the glass. 

 You can hide all windows, revealing only 
what‟s on the computer desktop, with one 
keystroke: hit the Windows key and “D” 
simultaneously in Windows. Press the 
keystroke again to return to what you were 
doing. 

 

On a Lighter Note 

To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 

When fish are in schools they sometimes take 
debate. 

A thief who stole a calendar got twelve 
months. 

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles , U.C.L.A. 

The professor discovered that her theory of 
earthquakes was on shaky ground. 

The batteries were given out free of charge. 

A dentist and a manicurist married. They 
fought tooth and nail. 

A will is a dead giveaway. 

If you don't pay your exorcist you can get 
repossessed. 

With her marriage, she got a new name and a 
dress. 

Show me a piano falling down a mineshaft 
and I'll show you A-flat miner. 

You are stuck with your debt if you can't 
budge it. 

Local Area Network in Australia : The LAN 
down under. 

A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

When you've seen one shopping centre you've 
seen a mall. 

Police were called to a day care where a three-
year-old was resisting a rest. 

Did you hear about the fellow whose whole 
left side was cut off? He's all right now. 

If you take a laptop computer for a run you 
could jog your memory. 

A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired. 

In a democracy it's your vote that counts; 
in feudalism, it's your Count that votes. 

When a clock is hungry it goes back four 
seconds 

The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine 
was fully recovered. 

He had a photographic memory which was 
never developed. 

Those who get too big for their britches will 
be exposed in the end. 

When she saw her first strands of gray hair, 
she thought she'd dye. 

Acupuncture: a jab well done. 

Now! Back to the serious stuff. 
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Become a ‘Ribbon Hero’. 

For twelve years, until 2007, there was a 

sameness about program interfaces that 

encouraged complacency. The Microsoft 

programs that we mostly used could be 

depended upon to have the same menu items 

whichever of their programs you were using. A 

similar toolbar, same icons, same 

places. 

Then came Office 2007 with 

its „Ribbon‟, anathema to us old 

timers (in the lifetime of PCs 

anyway). Everything now in a 

different place, total confusion 

when seen for the first time. No wonder we 

were resistant. How will we ever grow to love 

the ribbon? 

As  usual our astute webmaster, John 

Whalley, first drew our attention to Custom 

Guides,  http://learn.customguide.com/. On 

their Home Page is a selection of guides for the 

2010 versions of MS Office programs; if you 

want to see their full selection you will need to 

register. This is a simple and free process, and 

all downloads are free. 

The guides are simple quick references; 

they condense whole chapters into two pages. 

With the guide in front of you, you will always 

be able to find your way around the ribbon, find 

keyboard shortcuts and learn the basics. 

If you would like a real fun way to master 

the whole range of Office programs, then 

Microsoft themselves have given us the means. 

http://www.ribbonhero.com/news.html is the 

place to go to download this „Training Game‟. 

The program works with the 2007 and 2010 

versions of Word, Excel, PowerPoint and 

OneNote. It was only in 2007 that the ribbon 

was introduced. 

The game is called „Ribbon Hero 2, and it  

installs in the toolbar of your programs. You 

hop on board Clippy's stolen time machine and 

explore different time periods. With each time 

period, you get to explore a new game board 

with challenges you must complete to get to the 

next level. Each challenge takes you into Word 

etc. to complete a task. Discover new Office 

features by actually using them, with a hint 

button to fall back on in case you get stuck.  

I‟ve always said computers have to be fun 

or why bother? 

Friday Workshops - every week at 1.00 

Our Friday Workshops are proving very 

popular with a good number of members 

attending every Friday. Wide ranges of topics 

are covered, suitable for beginners and those 

who wish to delve deeper into the mysteries 

of Image Editing.  

The most popular subject in Term One 

was creating Panoramas. Many pictures have 

been stitched together to achieve the image 

above 

In Term Two it has 

been Pop-out Pictures. An 

important tool we use in 

Image Editing is Layers. 

Layers are fundamental to 

all aspects of Image 

Editing. Layers are not 

taught at the Friday 

Workshops though we use 

them regularly. If you 

would like to learn about them, and I 

seriously recommend that you all do, Layers 

are taught in our Photo and Image Editing 

Course Level 2. If there is 

anything that you would 

like to learn more 

about, come along 

and we will do our 

best to help you out.  

     We have also been 

experimenting with various text effects like 

the one below. This uses the free imaging 

program PaintDotNet.  Pretty classy eh! 

http://learn.customguide.com/
http://www.ribbonhero.com/news.html
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Federation of SeniorNet Clubs 

Membership of any SeniorNet club gives 
you access to the many discounts that have been 
arranged by them. You can see all of them at 
http://www.seniornet.org.nz/specials.asp but 
some of them are listed below 

When making a purchase from any of the 
Noel Leeming Stores, a SeniorNet member 
simply states that they are a member of 
SeniorNet and the salesperson will apply a 
discount to the sale. Discounts apply to almost 
all items in every store, generally at the rate of 
cost + 12% + GST. 

After checking with Need a Nerd, I am 
told that they offer a rate of $89 per hour to 
members, a $21 discount on their standard 
residential rate. 

Lots of hardware and software specially 
discounted for SeniorNet Members. Just make 
sure you link to the site through the federation 
web site and log on using the user name and 
password provided. 

Need to read about your favourite 
technical subject (or any other subject)? The 
company above provides a 20% discount 
together with free delivery throughout new 
Zealand. 

What else? You can book your magazine 
subscription or travel, buy learning CDs or 
Anti-Virus programs and much more. Go there 
and see for yourself. 

http://www.seniornet.org.nz/specials.asp 

Using Layers when Editing Pictures 

In our Digital Photography and Picture 
Editing Level One courses, you learn how to edit 
pictures using programs that have a simple 
“canvas” on which the picture is placed. There are 
lots of clever things you can do with these 
programs – enhancing the brightness and colour 
of a photo, cropping away parts that are not 
wanted, repairing damaged areas, and removing 
items that are distracting . 

More advanced 
programs can 
operate with more 
than one canvas. 
They use Layers 
that enable you to 

build up a picture of several items, each of which 
can be separately adjusted for colour and 
brightness, etc. Our Picture Editing Level Two 
course uses the freeware program Paint.NET 
which can handle multiple layers. 

The best known advanced picture editor is 
PhotoShop.  You probably recognise the brand 
name as it has become a regular word to describe 
a photo that looks too good or too unusual to be 
true: “I don‟t believe her skin could look that good 
– the picture must have been photoshopped.”  

So how does it work? Imagine a pile of clear 
plastic envelopes, each containing a small piece of 
your creation. Each envelope can be accessed 
separately and work-
ed on without altering 
the other envelopes 
and can be moved up 
and down the stack as 
required. Because all 
the layers (except the 
background layer) are 

normally transparent, you can still see the 

complete picture. You can hide or show individual 
layers while you are editing an image. So you can 
focus on one layer at a time if you want to. 

When you are satisfied, the creation can be 
merged into a single layer. If you have made a 
mistake you can still undo at this stage. 

You can save the picture complete with its 
separate layers and then it can be reopened and 
the separate layers can be worked on again. 

If you save the picture as an ordinary kind 
of file (e.g. JPEG) the layers are first merged 
together and you will no longer be able to adjust 
them. But that‟s exactly what you do when the 
picture is ready to be placed in a document or 
emailed to someone. 

If you haven‟t done our photo editing 
courses, now‟s the time to enrol for next term. You 
will enjoy creating photographic works of art. 

So that it once more. See you next Term. 

Ken

http://www.seniornet.org.nz/specials.asp
http://www.seniornet.org.nz/specials.asp
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Timetable and Course Fees – Term Three – 2011 

Dates and times will be confirmed following registration. 

The listed courses will run only where there are sufficient enrolments. 

All participants receive an instruction manual which is included in the course fee. 
 

Monday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Computing Skills  9.00am to 11.00am 1 Aug/26 Sep 9 weeks $74 A 

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 1 Aug/29 Aug 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 5 Sep/3 Oct 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Internet  2.00pm to 4.00 pm  1 Aug/22 Aug 4 weeks $34   

Email  2.00pm to 4.00pm 5 Sep/26 Sep 4 weeks $34   

Tuesday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

File Management 9.00am to 11.00am 2 Aug/30 Aug 5 weeks $40   

Burning CD's 9.00am to 11.00am 6 Sep/13 Sep 2 weeks $22   

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 2 Aug/30 Aug 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 6 Sep/4 Oct 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Computing Skills 2.00pm to 4.00pm 2 Aug/27 Sep 9 weeks $74 A 

Wednesday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Introduction to Computers 9.00am to 11.00am 3 Aug/31 Aug 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Introduction to Computers 9.00am to 11.00am 7 Sep/5 Oct 5 weeks $10 A,B 

Picture Editing Level 1 11.30am to 1.30pm 3 Aug/31 Aug 5 weeks $40   

Picture Editing Level 2 11.30am to 1.30pm 7 Sep/5 Oct 5 weeks $40   

Spreadsheets 2.00pm to 4.00pm 3 Aug/24 Aug 4 weeks $39   

Digital Photography 2.00pm to 4.00pm 7 Sep/5 Oct 5 weeks $40   

Thursday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

PowerPoint 9.00am to 11.00am 8 Sep/6 Oct 5 weeks $40   

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 4 Aug/1 Sep 5 weeks $10 A 

Introduction to Computers 11.30am to 1.30pm 8 Sep/6 Oct 5 weeks $10 A 

Computing Skills 2.00pm to 4.00pm 4 Aug/29 Sep 9 weeks $74 A 

Friday Time Period Duration Course Fee Notes 

Club Day 1.30pm  30-Sep   $2   

Special Interest Group 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm Most Fridays $2 C 

 

Note A: The Introduction to Computers and Computing Skills Courses are for Microsoft WORD 2007 

onwards. 

Note B: The $10 charge is for Manuals only.  There is no charge for tuition for new members doing 

the Introductory Course. 

Note C: Weekly emails advise the key topic for the session. No enrolment required. All Members 

welcome. 


